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My Goals

• Design a model railroad that operates like the 
prototype
– In the absence of Bulletins, Trainsheets, Train 

Order books and other operational paperwork 
from the period modeled

• Explain how I used the Employee Timetable 
and Special Instructions to guide the design 
and operation of my model railroad
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MAKING AN EMPLOYEE TIMETABLE
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By Tony Koester
January 2009 Model Railroader
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Employee Timetables

• Station and schedule 
pages
– Mandatory

• GN: “re-typeset”, 
copying all subdivn

• DM&IR:  
– High quality scan
– Shading overlay

• Special Instructions
– Some railroads separate 

into two documents

• GN:  High quality scans
– Any needed 

modifications are 
bulletins

• DM&IR:  “re-typeset”, 
copying those of 
relevance
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• Station Numbers
• Car Capacity
• Sidings
• “Other Tracks”

• Schedules:  Westward and Eastward 
• Station list
• Telegraph calls
• Distance from first station of Subdivn
• Rule 6A signs 14© Copyright R. S. Hanmer 2021
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Prototype

Subdivision is 255 miles long
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Recreation
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DM&IR Operating Rules
Edition of 1955

Consolidated Code of Operating Rules
Edition of 1945

D – Day telegraph or telephone station. B – Bulletins.
N – Night telegraph or telephone 
station.

C – Coal.

DN – Day & night telegraph or 
telephone station.

D – Day operator.

W – Water station. N – Night Operator.
O – Track scales. DN –Day and Night operator.
C – Fuel station. H – Hog drenching.
Y – Wye. I – Interlocking.
R – Register station. J – Junction.
X – Yard limits. K – Standard clock.

M – Railroad crossing protected by signals or gates;
O – Oil.
P – Telephone.
R – Train Register.
T – Turntable.
V – Track connection with foreign railroad.
W – Water.
X – Yard limits.
Y – Wye.
Z – Track scales.

Rule 6(A)
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PHONE BOXES
RULE 6(A):  “P”
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Prototype

Rule 6(A)
J  – Junction
P – Phone
I  – Interlocking
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GN

DM&IR

22

Backdrop

Backdrop

Holman Jct

To Kelly Lake

To Proctor

To Gunn

Legend:
Great Northern

DM&IR
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DM&IR SI:  Recreation

GN Bulletin: Recreation
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GN

DM&IR
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Arcturus Mine Spur

Plummer Mine Spur

Backdrop

Backdrop

To Kelly Lake

To Proctor

To Gunn

Legend:
Great Northern

DM&IR
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DOUBLE TRACK
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GN Mesabi Division Ore Flow
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Recreation
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Saunders
Staging

30

3rd Subdivn
continues

Boylston

All Trackage GN
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DOUBLE TRACK
WRONG MAIN
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Order No. 1

NO 36 ENG 177 HAS RIGHT OVER OPPOSING 
TRAINS ON EASTWARD TRACK SWAN RIVER TO 
FLOODWOOD CROSSOVER

SWAN RIVER FLOODWOOD
EAST !" WEST
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SPRING SWITCHES
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Prototype

Rule 6(A)
P – Phone
I  – Interlocking
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All Trackage GN

Main

Siding
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Prototype
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Prototype
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Prototype
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GN Specific
Spring Switch
Indicator Signal

Spring switch controller from
http://www.modelrailroadcontrolsystems.com/
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MINE SPUR LOCATIONS
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Prototype
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YARD LIMITS AT SEYTON
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Rule 6(A)
P – Phone
X – Yard Limits

Prototype

Recreation
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SEYTON

EAST !" WEST

GUNN

CANISTEO

10TH SUBDIVN3RD SUBDIVN

YARD
LIMITS

GRAND RAPIDS

50

Tioga #2 mine

7 Miles on Prototype
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Step 1:  Train arrives from Canisteo

Step 2:  Train goes from Gunn to Seyton

Tioga #2 mine

51All Trackage GN

SEYTON

EAST !"WEST

GUNN

CANISTEO

10TH SUBDIVN3RD SUBDIVN

YARD
LIMITS

GRAND RAPIDS

12

From Canisteo Yard
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SEYTON GRAND RAPIDS
EAST !" WEST

GUNN

CANISTEO
10TH SUBDIVN

3RD SUBDIVN

Tioga #2 mine

From Canisteo Yard
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Order No. 2

ENG 568 RUN EXTRA CANISTEO TO GUNN AND 
RUN EXTRA GUNN TO SEYTON AND RETURN TO 
GUNN

SEYTON

EAST !" WEST

GUNN

CANISTEO

10TH SUBDIVN3RD SUBDIVN

YARD
LIMITS

GRAND RAPIDS
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Order No. 3

ENG 568 RUN EXTRA CANISTEO TO GUNN

SEYTON

EAST !" WEST

GUNN

CANISTEO

10TH SUBDIVN3RD SUBDIVN

YARD
LIMITS

GRAND RAPIDS
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CHOOSING YARD LIMITS
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Tioga #2 mine

YARD
LIMITS

YARD
LIMITS

From Canisteo Yard
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YARD
LIMITS

61

Backdrop

BackdropYARD
LIMITS

To Kelly Lake

To Proctor

To Gunn

Legend:
Great Northern

DM&IR
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WHICH RAILROAD CONTROLS?
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GN

DM&IR

63

Backdrop

Backdrop

To Kelly Lake

To Proctor

To Gunn

Legend:
Great Northern

DM&IR
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Recreation
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Prototype
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Prototype: GN

Recreation: DM&IR
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AVOIDING NAME CONFUSION
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Mesabi Division Ore Flow
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SWAN RIVER

KELLY LAKE

EAST !" WEST
GUNN

10TH SUBDIVN

3RD SUBDIVN

9TH SUBDIVN
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Order No. 5

ENG 313A RUN EXTRA SAUNDERS TO KELLY LAKE

SWAN RIVER

KELLY LAKE

EAST !" WEST
GUNN SAUNDERS

10TH SUBDIVN

3RD SUBDIVN

9TH SUBDIVN
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Order No. 6

ENG 313A RUN EXTRA SAUNDERS TO KELLY LAKE 
VIA SWAN RIVER

SWAN RIVER

KELLY LAKE

EAST !" WEST
GUNN SAUNDERS

10TH SUBDIVN

3RD SUBDIVN

9TH SUBDIVN
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Order No. 7

ENG 313A RUN EXTRA SAUNDERS TO SWAN RIVER 
AND RUN EXTRA SWAN RIVER TO KELLY LAKE

SWAN RIVER

KELLY LAKE

EAST !" WEST
GUNN SAUNDERS

10TH SUBDIVN

3RD SUBDIVN

9TH SUBDIVN
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Route to Kelly Lake

Route to Gunn
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10th Subdivn
To Gunn

9th Subdivn
To Hibbing/Virginia

9th Subdivn
To Swan River

7th Subdivn
To Brookston via Casco

Casco Jct
Station

Kelly Lake 
Station
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Recreation
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SWAN RIVER

KELLY LAKE

EAST !" WEST
GUNN SAUNDERS

10TH SUBDIVN

3RD SUBDIVN

9TH SUBDIVN
CASCO JCT

YARD LIM ITS
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Order No. 8

ENG 313A RUN EXTRA SAUNDERS TO SWAN RIVER 
AND RUN EXTRA SWAN RIVER TO CASCO JCT

SWAN RIVER

KELLY LAKE

EAST !" WEST
GUNN SAUNDERS

10TH SUBDIVN

3RD SUBDIVN

9TH SUBDIVN
CASCO JCT

YARD LIM ITS
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RULEBOOKS
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RADIO INSTALLATIONS
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Recreation
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DM&IR Operating Rules
Edition of 1955

Consolidated Code of Operating Rules
Edition of 1945

D – Day telegraph or telephone station. B – Bulletins.
N – Night telegraph or telephone 
station.

C – Coal.

DN – Day & night telegraph or 
telephone station.

D – Day operator.

W – Water station. N – Night Operator.
O – Track scales. DN –Day and Night operator.
C – Fuel station. H – Hog drenching.
Y – Wye. I – Interlocking.
R – Register station. J – Junction.
X – Yard limits. K – Standard clock.

M – Railroad crossing protected by signals or gates;
O – Oil.
P – Telephone.
R – Train Register.
T – Turntable.
V – Track connection with foreign railroad.
W – Water.
X – Yard limits.
Y – Wye.
Z – Track scales.

Rule 6(A)

89

1967 Consolidated Code 
added

Q – Radio Installation.
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Modeling from the 
Employee Timetable
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